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My Visit to a Village
Information Center

DRAC University in co-operation with D.Net has conducted a course on ICT fer
Development in this semester. This is actually the ever first initiative in
Bangladesh. Dr. Ananya Raihan, Executive Director of D-Net is the main lecturer of
this course. As a part of the course BRAC University and D.Net organized a field

visit to a rural ICT for Development Project of D.Net. As a student of

course

this scribe Muhammad Abdul Wahed Tomal had the cppartunity to participate in
this tour. And hete he shares his experience form the field visit,

e, the students of ICT for §
Development  course  of
aster of Development

Studics (MDS) Progrmmme under BRAC
University, went to 3 field visit on 22nd
December fast. We visited a rural ICT for
development  project of Development
Rescarch  Network (D.Net) based at
Netirokena,

We started our journcy at 8:30 am form
BRAC University campus. We were a
group of ten, where seven were students;
twa were form D.Net ta guide us and the
rost was our guest. Farbad Bhai and
Supoma Apa, the researchers from D.Met,
organized ihe tour and also
guided us throughout the tour.

It took three and half-hours
to reach at the project site in
Jamtala Bazar, Raydum Rouha,
Nettrokona, We arrived there at
12 noon. And we got a cordial
reception. form the stuffs of the
Village information Center, the
very project of D.Net.

We were first introduced
with Md. Moslemuddin, the
coordinator of that center and
with Mizanur Rahman, the
coordinator of Amas. They took
us to the officc room of the
Village Information  Center,
locally called  Pallitathya

We tealized that Palliathya Kendro
basically is an information center. It serves
the people by providing necessary
information; they need for their daily life.
D.Net is running *Pallitathya Programme’
with a research on understanding
information _needs from a village
perspective. The idea is that access (o
livelthood information and knowledge is
the key arca, where [CTs have a role. This
research programmed aimed to develop a
susminable ICThased  model  for
addressing cconomic and social problems
at the rural level anising out of lack of
access (o needed livelihood information.

Kendro. D Net established this

YT AAiTS 5Ad Objechves of the Palliathya

o
with the help of the local NGO, Amas.
Farhad Bhoi and Supoma Apa introduced
us with the other members of D.Net and
Amas in the office room,

Kendro is to improve the standard of rural
livelihood providing updated information
using ICT 1o the people of romate areas. It
ercates seape for income generating and

fier
of that Pallitathya Kendro- showed us a
power point presentation with 2 short
description about the Pallitathys Kendro
and their activities.

From his short but detail presentation,
we came to know a lot about the center,
ik the list of the stuffs. the §

helps to save from p oss. [t works to
empower the women and to capture the
local indigenous generate the employment
opportunities. It also provides a platform
for sharing experiences of information
givers and information seckers.

From the Maslemuddin’s presentation

they use, the ratio of man and woman
scrvice holder and about their service arca.
And finally we came 1o know about what is
Pallitathya, its aims and objectives and
how does it function.

it was clear is the pawer of
rural mass and D.Net is serving to
empower them by ensuring their access to
information. But still we wore not clear

¢ about the obvious question, how [CTs can

¢ play a rale in the improverent of fusal

PP COMPUTER JAGRT MSTeREFn ]

liveliicod as well as poverty alleviation
through improved access to livelinood
information.

Our concept had boen toully clear
when we talked with Abdul Khaleque
Talukder, the former chaieman of
Giabdipur village. He cxplained with 3
very few words. He told us ihat the prople
of the villsge had to go to Nerrokona
Sadar, If they werc in need of any
information. Even for a very simple

oblem ar information, like what
medicine they will give for the fish, they
had to go Nettrokena Sadar to consult with
the experts. It takes Taka 80 to go
Nettrokona Sadar and to get their necessary
information, But now for such simple
question they come to D.Nev office and
D.Net stuffs help them to provide them
information by scarching the information
database of D.Net, which is on thore
customized software or website. If the stuff
could not find any information from their
database they call 10 the head office in
Dhaka and talk with the expert for the
solution. DNt only lakes the mobile
charge form them, which is cost not more
then taka 10. So, now the poor villagers do
not aced to go Nettrokona Sadar and can
save lots of money and time than the past

After this discussion we talked to Rum
Rani Ghos, an information worker of
Pallitathya Kendro, who is also called

obile Lady, beciuse she visits
the whole ara with a mobile
phone and gocs door 1o door of
village and asks villager whether
v have any problem or need
any information. Tf anyone have
any problem and need some
information to overcome the
current situation. the Mobile Lady
mies 1o give them appropriate
informatien making a phone call
10 the local office or to the head
office by using her mobile phane
In such a way poor villagers,
especially the woman how cannot
2o the local D.Net office, are able
0 get their necessary information
even being at their home
Their [vm:ti(n\ anarienca pave us
101 abou i
cn.a:s women w:.rt.unpum:lod cconomically
and physically by geuting benefit form using
ICT by Pallitathya Kendro. This is how
Pallitathyn Keadro brought some positive
changes in the rural life

After our D.Net's project sife visit we
went for a sight secing in Biri-Shiri, which
in the border area of Netirokona district.
Biri-Shiri iz a very wonderful place for the
tourists. We stayed there until sun set and
staed for Dhaka after evening proyer. [t

was really the most wonderful joumey of
e U Al ekt i st aticzpt
of many of us has totally changed about the
n of ICT affer the tour.

1 aw_tomal@yahoo.com
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At the Core of 2006

Intel Technology and
Industry Leadership
Highlights

n 2006, Intel Corporation
Hmlmdum\i the most products in

its history with industry-
leading performance advantages that
will ﬁmnge personal and business
computing. The summer was
highlighted by the introduction of the
Intel Core 2 Duc and Intel Xeon
processor  families across  Intel's
product lines. In November, Intel
introduced the waorld's first quad-core
processor for mainstream  servers,
workstations and high-end desktop
PCs. Intel also plans to extend its
manufacturing and product leadership
over the long term with accelerated
microarchitecture development cycles
and constant manufacturing advances
- already praised as the world's most
advanced. Below are some of Intel's

highlights in 2006,

2006 marks the true dawning of

the multi core era: Intel in summer
unveiled the Intel Core 2 Duo
processor  that  offers  undisputed
performance leadership for laptops
and PCs, and a version far servers. By
mid-October, Tntel had  already
shipped 6 million units, Intel Core 2
Duo processors for desktop computers
use up to 40 percent less power and
improve computer performance by 40
petcent versus Intel’s provious best
microprocessor. Just four manths later
in November, Intel bagan selling Intel

then 20 percent continuing the
incredible battery life, wireless access
and sleek models the Centring brand
has become known for. In June, Intc

and

announced the Core 2 Duo processor’
i the br

Intel continues to tailor PC
technologics  and  invest  in
communities around the world:

Heyond the market-focused brands,
Tnitel is working around the warld and
with emerging countries and local
cconomies to bring the benefits of
compulers (¢ emerging  nations.
Platforms Including Eduwise, the
Rural *C and Discover the PC bring
such features as PCs for a child’s
education in China to those that
include special netting and a car
battery to keep bugs out and FCs
sunning in remote arcas with sparadic
electricity. Through the company’s
W'nrl:l Ahead initiative and a §1 billion

another 20 percent over Core Dm'r
Notebook I'Cs are by far the
fastest growing computer
segment (vs. desklops
and servers).

Unparalleled
manufacturing,
nanotechnology
advantages,
including three &Snm
factories  in  full
production, before most
others produce even a single 65nm
part:  Intel is using its 65nm
manufacturing capability to meet
worldwide demand for Intel Core 2
Duo processors and other new
products. In addition, Intel has
successfully demonstrated its next-

45nm i

process and expects to start two 45nm
fabs in production in 2007. Intel‘s first
45nm products will tape out this
quarler.

Apple goes all Intel: Intel worked

closely with Apple to complete its |

entire fransition to Intel architecture in

just 7 months —- 219 days exactly, faster

than anticipated representing one of
in the

Core 2 Quad
products that have four 'chips’ in t]n.-m
that  further  extended Intel's

ip.

Record - mumber | of
intraductions: Intel introduced a
record 40-plus processors in more than
150 days that covered every major Intel
product line and one to fwo quarters
ahead of schedule. The summer
introduction of the dual core, multi-
threaded Itanium 2 processor helped
the architecture become the fastest
growing among all other non x86
nfferings

First-ever dual core nolebooks that
continue to deliver incredible battery
Life: Intei delivered the industry’s first
ever dual core laptops powered by
Core Duo in |enuary, increasing
performance by 30 percent and

processor |

the most
industry - rmm desktops 1o laptops,
workstations and servers.

Intel added market-focused
brands: Following the success of
Centrino for laptops with swireless
networking, the company launched
Intel Viiv techneology for in-home
entertainment computers and then
Intel ¥P'ro, a technology platform for
Blé)fe manageable and secure business

s

‘Digital Entertainment arrives:
Intel brought its new Vilv technology
lo market and is working with a
number of cumpanies worldwide such
as Anytime, AOL, DirecTV, NBC

iversal, Shanghai Medin Group,
d others to accelerate the
ity of compelling  digital
entertainment content into the home

reducing power consumption by more :  from the Inthmet ko the PC and TV,

ELY COMPUTER JaGAT JETTTTIEEN

inte

L Intel is working

10 bridge the digital divide and

bring technology access to

remote communities

where such issues as

economy, costs and

education are

barriers.

Leading companies

rally around WiMAX:

Momentum grew this

year with more than 250

WiMAX trials and deployments

warldwide. Significant deals ond

business investments by Intel, Sprint,

Motorola, Clearwire and others also

spurred growth. A faster, more

ubiquitous and cost-effective wireless

network is critical to delivering the

“Internet, everywhere” and more

easily unwiring many nations around
the world.

Intel R&D Reveals Multiple
Advances: Intel's work on silicen
photenics, including  its recent

announcement of a silicon laser, is
leading the way to new generations of
fast chi interconnections
circumventing a future barrier to faster
computer designs. Also, Intel's tiny
robol prototype in development is ai
example of ways in which Intel's
creative  camp  contributes  new
concepts  acrass  the technology
landscape. Intel researchers continue to
push the boundaries for technology
and leam more about how and why
people use technalogy. For example,
one of Europe's most powerful
supercomputer, Funis Terrae, Uses more
than 2,500 Intel Ttanium 2 processor
cores and will be dedicated to
international collaborative research
projects.

Tntel Enters NAND flash business
with new parinership, customer: [n
late 2005, Intel partered with Micron
Technology to create a new company to
manufacture NAND flash memory. In
2006, Apple became the first major
customer.

— Press Release



Special Features of
HP Printer

N ;g

Shabbir Shaflullah, Mustafa Shamsul Islam and Mahfuz Rahman are secn to

inaugurat farmally ‘The New Year with HP' program

Hewle

--P'a.ckagrdl Offers

Attractive Gifts to
Celebrate New Year

Compuler fagat Report: Warld
leading prinder and IT equipment
manufacturer  Hewlew-Packard  is
offering attractive ifts for their valued
customers in the celebration of the
New Year 2007. HP customers can win
DVD players, music Systoms, mobile
phones,  pen.  digital calendars,
calculators etc. with purchase of HP
Deskiet printers, HP All-in-ones, HF
Thoto Printers and HP Scanjets. FIP is
oftering this promotion through all HP
authorized resellers country-wide.
Customers can scratch the gift-cards to
reveal their prizes and collect these
instomtly from the HI' Redemption
Centers located at BCS Computer City
or Elephant Road IT Market. This New

in-Ome, HP Officejet 4355 All-in-One,
HP Officefet 3610 Allin-Cme, HP
Officelet 7210 All-in-One, HP Scanjet
2400 flatbed scanner, HP Scanjet 4370
flatbed scanner, HP  Scanfet G010
photo scenner, HP Scanfet 4850 photo

scanner,  HP Scanfet 4890 photo
seanner.
Shabbir  Shafiuilah, Coumtr

Business Development Manager {IPG)
of Hewlett-Packard, Mustafa Shamsul
Islam, Managing Director of Flara
Distributions Ltd, Mahfuz Rahman,

ging Dircctor of Multilink [ntl,
. formally inavgurated the
peogeam un 26th December 2006 at the
BCS Computer City. Over hundred HF
resellers and were ¢

+ i hi

DI F370

PPM: 17/11 ppm {blaci/ecteur)
* Riesolution: 1200X2460 dpi
Connectivity: USE

""" F)

BI1000

PPM: 23/18 ppm(black/colour)
Resolution: 4B00X1200 dol
Connectivity: US3 & pictridge

Year special offer 1s vahd G11 20th
Jawary 2007

[his offer is walid for the following
models of HP printer and scannors:

HP Deskfer DI360 printer, HF
Desklet D160 printer, HP Deskjet 1260
printer. HP PhotoSmart 7830 printer,
HP PhotoSmart 8230 printer, HP
Business Inkjet 1000 printer, HP
Business Inkjet 1200 printer, HP PSC
1402 Allin-Cne, HP PSC 1410 All-in-
Ore, HP DeskJet F370 All-in-One, HP
Deskjet  F380  AlHin-One, HP
FPhotoSmnart 2575 All-in-One, HP
PhotoSmart  C3180 All-in-One, HP
PhotoSmart C4180 Allin-One, HP
Officefet K530, HP Oificelet 4255 All-

ng P
Ahout HP
HP invests J3$4 billion 2nnually in
R&D which {ucls the inventon of new
products,  solutions  and  new
technologies, so that HP can better serve
customers and enter new markels. HP
invents and delivers technology
solutions that drive business value,
create social valse and improve the
lives of HPs customers. HP ranked 11th
in Fortune 500 ranking in 2006, For the
four fiscal quarters ended October
ue lotaled 391.2
shipped 525 million printers
on Inklet printers; 100 million,
Laserfet printers) | .

Resalution: 4800X1200

P57B30

PPM: 22/21 ppm(black/calour)
dpi

Connectivity: g

$PM: 37/33 pom(blackscaiour]
Resaluclan: A800X1206 dgn
Connectivity: USE



BCC and Microsoft organize
Workshop for Government
Officials in Bangladesh

Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC) and Mictosoft
Bangladesh concluded a Workshop un MS Licensing
Overview and Identification of Genuine MS Software for
Government Purchase and Audit Officials on December 20,
2006 in the premises of Bangladesh Computer Council, This
is the first of its kind workshop for government officials,
organized by Microsoit Bangladesh and Bangladesh
Computer Council- an
autonomous body under
the Ministry of Science
and Information &
Communication
Technology, in this
country, 5ays a press
release.

The workshop was
E conducted by Harean
Hettiarachchi, Licensing Specialist of Microsoft. The
Workshop was formally inaugurated by KM. Imran Al-
Amin, Public Sector Manager o Microsoit Bangladesh

“The purpose of the workshop is to increase awareness
among public sector purchase and audit officials on the
overall advantages of buying genuine software licenses and
identification of fraudulent ones, and thereby reducing
saftware piracy; and i ing the value to th i
of the local software eco-system”, said Imran Al-Amin.

This workshop was atténded by over seventy participants
from the leading government agencies of Bangladesh,
During conclusion, Microsoft Bangladesh thanked the host
Bangladesh Computer Council for their efforts in
organizing this workshop efficiently and smoothly @

Hewlett-Packard Awards
Lucky Customers of Agora

Warld leading printer and IT equipment manufacturer
Hewlet-Packard awarded HP printers and all-in-ones to
the lucky customers of mega shopping store Agora, a
concern of Rahimafrooz Superstores Lid. In the award
giving ceremony held at Rifles Square outlet of Agora,

- ght lucky winners
among Agora
customers received
the awards for

articipating in the

P-Agora  Eid
Promotion. HP also
awarded Tk.200
n}:m Tk.500 Agora
shopping vouchers
all-thra the month
of Ramadan to HI'
= ~-- customers  with
purchase of selected HP printers/scanners/ all-in-ones.

Niaz Rahim, Managing Director of Rahimafrooz
Superstores Limited and gimbhw Shafiullah, Country
Business Development Manager of Hewlett-Packard (IPG)
handed over the prizes to the lucky winners. In the
ceremony Rahim said “we are pleased fo run joint promos
with HE, as both Agora and HP share the same objective
to deliver the best quality products and services to our
valued customers.” Shafiullah highlighted that “HP
invests over USS4 billion cvery year on research and
development to deliver the latest cutting-edge technals
to our customers to ensure they receive the besl-value for
their money, which is also supported by the best after-
sales service in the industry.” m

Geliver her speech

. Memi recaiving
d frem Niaz

im and Shablir Shafiullah

NEWSWATCH

Intel Wins Home Two 2006
PC Magazine Technical
Exce !ene Awards

Two Intel technologies
have been chosen by PC
Magazine for Awards for
Technical Excellence for
2] 2006. The 23:d annual
224 awards celebrate the best
technology achievements of the year. The magazine's
editors and PC Magazine Labs teams selected the Intel Core
microarchitecture and a hybrid silicon laser invented by
Intel and the Umvers:lr"y of California at Santa Barbara. In
the December 26, 2006 issue of PC Magazine, editors
recognize Intel with bwo innovation awards for the added
features and benefits the company is building into these
technologies. “Each of the Technical Excellence Award
winners has developed technology that is sure to become
tomorrow's gold standard” said PC Magazine Editor-in-
Chief Jim Louderback. "Winning, the PC Magazine technical
excellence award validates the hard work and dedication of
the many Intel engineers around the world who devoted
themselves to the task of making Inte]l Core
microarchitecture the best in the world for personal
computers,” said David (Dadi) Perlmutter, senior vice
president and general manager of Intel’s Mability Group.
“Intel Core 2 Duo puts us in a leadership position, and our
strong future roadmap in tandem with our one year
Jleadership in process technology will help us keep and
increase our leadership.”m

Sonali Bank and Microsoft organize
Workshop for Government Banking
Officials in Bangladesh

Sonali Bank and Microsoft Bangladesh concluded a
Workshop on MS Licensing Overview and Identification of
Genuine MS Software for Government Purchase and Audit
Officials from Banking Sector Decémber, 2006 last, in the
premises of Sonali Bank Héad Office. This is the first of its
kind workshaps for banking officials, organized by Sonali
Bank and Microsoft Bangladesh, in this country, says a
press release.

The workshop was conducted by Harean Hettiarachchi,
Licensing Specialist of Microsoft. The Workshop was
formally inaugurated by K.M. Imran Al-Amin, Public
Sector Manager of Microsoft Bangladesh,

*The purpose of this workshop is fo increase awareness
among public sector purchase and audit officials from the
banking sector on the overall advantages of buying genuine
software licenses and identification of fraudulent ones, and
thereby reducing software piracy; and increasing the value
to the sustainability of the local software eco-system”, said
Mr. Al-Amin.

Tt marks the first occasion that Microsoft Bangladesh has
arranged such skill develop pin
with resources from abroad to enhance the expertise of the
local public sector officials from the banking sector. This is
in line with Microsoft’s commitment to develep [T
infrastructure and skills and increased Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) awareness in Bangladesh.

This workshop was attended by over fifty participants
trom all the leading government banks of Bangladesh.
During conclusion, Microsaft Bangladesh thanked the host
Sonali Bank for their ¢fforts in organizing this workshop
efficiently and smoothly &
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